1^1 N iHii fmrrwvw 




riiK 



All-Russian Central Union 



Consumers' Societies 



THE 



CENTROSOJUS 




Edited and Published 

by the 

JOINT COMMITTEE 

OF THE 

HI JSSIAN 

GO-OPERATIVE 

ORGANISATIONS 




THE 



ALL-RUSSIAN CENTRAL UNION 



OF 



CONSUMERS' SOCIETIES 

THE 

CENTROSOJUS 



»,•■-•*..,« ,", " •««»»<» 



LONDON : 

!O-0rEIlATIVE PKINTIKG- SOCIETY LIMITED, TUDOfi STREET, NEW BRIDGE 
STREET, E.C. 4; A^'D AT MANCHESTER AND NEWCASTLE. 

1920. 



178385 



'-■'% 



"La Cooperation o'esi U lahoTdioire ou se poseni 
tons les prohUmes de la socUte nowveUe."— Jean 
JauTes. ' -,; /\ ',■:'": ; : 

Co-operation is ''a'la^oriioH/'mlough which all 
-problems of'moderji^UM-are-fift^topsi.-^y^ - 



THE 



All-Russian Central Union of 
Consumers' Societies 

THE 

CENTROSOJUS 



THE CENTROSOJUS. 



At present. th'e-co-bpeiatiY^'s'ocieti'es 'cOVer, 'like a n&twork, iJhe 
whale expanse of Russia. The membership of every individual 
society varies considerably, amounting in towns to many thousands, 
while in the villages very often not exceeding 100. In the most 
icmote villages of Russia there may be found nowadays co-operative 
stores selling goods not only to the members, but to the whole neigh- 
boufing population. Individual co-operative societies, in order to 
organise a more profitable purchasing of goods, ai-e united into 
district unions. The general number of such unions has now reached 
several hundreds, some of them covering ai'eas hardly larger in size 
than an English county, some occupying a bigger territory than any 
o.f the European States. The district unions, in their tui-n, are 
united into the AU-Rxissian Ocnfral Union of Co7isumers' Societies, 
called, in abbreviation, *' Centrosojus."* This Is the oldest central 
co-operative organisation in Eussia, which circumstance has secured 



* In the Englifih Press it is men bEoned under different namea; sometimes it is 
called under its initial designation "Tbe Moscow Union of Consumers' Societies," 
enraetimes ifc is iaescri"bed as "The Co-opembive Wholesale Society of Russia," 
sninetimeg its name is jjiveti in different Kngli&h translations. Thus» Ijesides the 
niiraes juatrneationecl, we saw it referred to ft3 "The Central Union of Co-operatEve 
Bocietieg," "The Central Associibion of Consumers' Societies," "The Central 
Hiisftian Alliance of Conaumera' Societies," and so on. 
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for it the pnaition ni: a Icudins and co-ovdinatjng c^ontrc of the whole 
Co-operative Movement oi the country, At tho same time, it 
exercises the lunetion oE an All-Russian Co-operatiTe Wholesale 
Society. Owing to the peculiar conditiona now prevaalmg m Kuasia 
and the quick development of the Bussian Co-operative Move- 
ment, it is impossible to give a more or less correct number^ ot the 
individual members who join, through 
Centrosojus; at any rate, it cannot be 
whole population o£ Kussia-. 
ai-e shown on the Cha-rt (p. 



va-rious organisations, the 
less than one-half ot tho 

The Unions affiliated to the Centrosojus 
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The Finances and the Organisation of the Centfosojus. 

On the 1st December, 1918, the share capital of the Centrosojus 
amounted to 33,369,885 roubles, while the additional responsibility 
of the unions affibated to it extended to five times the value of their 
shares, so that the total babilities of the Centroso]us equalled 
200,000,000 roubles. 

The sale turnover of the Centrosojus for 1918 amounted to one 
milliard roubles, about 10 per cent of the commodities dealt v^uth 
beins manufactured in the factories of the Union. In the year IJiy 
the General turnover of tiie Centrosojus reached the dimensions 
of the B.usRiLin pre-war State budget. In the Moscow Head Office 
alone the amount of sale^ for the fii-sfc mx months of 1919 
equalled 467,051,000 rouble,; ^^Mt^^ ^f f'% ""^n^^fnm 
South Eussia. up to ls& .Sept^rii^er; :a-aounted to 700 000 000 
roubles. The turnover of the Siberian offices for the first halt ot 
1919 amounted ta'''a.bqut;6OO>lOO,qO0*' r . 

The managemeniV'bi-ike^ii^^ of the Om^6^d\m is entrusted to 
(a) the General Meeting of the Delegates, (h) the Comicil. and (c) 
the Board of Directors. At the disposal of the CentrosojUs there is 
a widespread system of local branches, offices, and purchasing 
agencies all over Eusaia, as well as abroad. 

Beside its Moscow headquarters, the Centrosojus has local 
branches in 74 provncial towns in Eussia. (Chart, p. 30.) 

Every branch deals in goods demanded by the local market, and 
keeps commercial travellers for maintaining a constant connection 
with all commercial eentreB of the district. The Centrosojus ha£ 
also braaiches abroad, in London, New York, Paris, Christian]^ 
Stockholm, Constantinople, Shanghai, Kobe, Helsmfors an 
Meshed Its offices in London aje the headquarters of all its toreign 
brimehes, occupying a spacious building in Hazhtt House, 
Southampton Buildings, High Holborn. In this county ^ the Cen- 
trosojus "is registered as " Centrosojus, England, Limited. 

The place occupied by the Centrosojus, both in Eussia and abroad 
aives it a predominant position as regards the foreign trade o; 
Eussia; it may be said without exaggeration that m the trad4 
between Eussia and Great Britain the Centrosojus is hkely to pla 
a most important, if not a decisive, part. 
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Members of the Board of a Village Co-operative Society, 

The Commercial Activities of the Centrosojus. 

The management of the commercial operations of the Centrosojus 
is entrusted to the Go^nmerciaJ. Com7nitteG, composed of the most 
experienced practical workers of the union, and presided over by a 
member of the board of directors. 

The work is carried on by eleven different departments: Textile, 
Haberdashery, Footwear, Fat and Oil, Food, Grocery, Ironmongery, 
Wool, and Coal Departments ; First Department of Miscellaneous 
Goods (deahng with articles of everyday use, such as tea, tobacco, 
confectionery, and so on); Second Departmeni of Miscelleneous 
Goods (dealing in stationery, utensils, lamps, hardware, drugs, 
cinematographic articles, and so on). 

A Special Economic and Organ'nation Deparimeyii is charged with 
I'he general direction of current commercial activities and Mdth 
working out of the methods of organisation. Its functions may be 
LifieHy described as follows : — ■ 

(1) To study the economic questions relating to the commercial 

und industrial activity of the Centrosojus-; 

(2) to' supply Infoi-mation and to give expert advice on the subjects 
connected with this activity; 

(3) to represent the trade interests of the Centrosojus in its 
dealings with the Government and the trade organisations ; 

(4) to publish the department's periodicals issued as the Trade 
Miction of the '' Bulletins " of the Centrosojus; 

^ (5) to co-ordinate the work of the various departments of the 
CiMitrosojug in order to achieve a maximum of efficiency and success 
in its economic policy- 
it is interesting to point out that, in spite of the most difficult 
(■(imlitions, the recent operations of the foreign offices of the Centro- 
NojuB ns regards the import of foreign goods to Russia have scored a 
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ccnsklevable degree of buccoss. «b may bo «con from the following 
figures for 1919: — 



The Lonaoa Head Office sent goods to Buaeia for 

„ New Tork n " '* " 

,, Christia-Dia n •> " " 

„ Btockbolm 

Sbangliai and Kobe Office „ » 



£700,000 
190,000 
180,000 
130,000 
120,000 



Total 



£1,920,000 



The maior pai't of the itusdan territory bemg ^"^ff^^d to 
blockadr the CeBtrosojUB could not develop its operations to the full 
eS so that 9,000,000 dollars of the credit opened by the X;mted 
^rX^' Govemineut and 5.000,000 kroner of the credit opened by the 
f^^^e^rSZZl^ were left unspent. Those credits, however, 
^ni beCed immediately after the raising of the blockade. 

The eenera-l conditions of the international market mi^e it 

industrial enterprises owned by the Centrosojus. 



■■^■V"j*Utii. 





The Interior of a Co-operative Village Dairy. 



A General View of Centrosojus Flqiir Mill at Rybinsk- 

The Industrial Activities of the Centrosojus. 

The direction of the Centrosojus/ productive activity is centred in 
its Industrial Department, at- the head of which stands a member 
ii*" the boai'd of direetors. 

A special Industrial Council deals with the planning of new 
onterprises, the general problems of the department's work, and 
(juestions of personnel. 

The Industrial Department contains the following sections: — 

(1) The Administrative and Organising Section, to direct the work 
id all the industrial enterprises; 

(2) The Commercial Section, to direct the work of commercial 
iiiiture necessary for production, such as provision of raw materials; 

{H) The Building Section, which is in charge of the building 
■tivities of the Centrosojus, and is entrusted with the inspection of 
lildings, construction, consultation, etc.; 

(■1) The Mechanical Section, to superintend the equipment of the 
cntrosojus' undertakings, and to serve as a consulting body on all 
lilted questions, both for the Centrosojus and the societies affiliated 

it; 

(Ti) The Chemical-Industrial Section, to direct and superintena tne 
lu'iiiieal work of the Centrosojus' enterprises, such a^ chemical 
-Mxirch, consultation, drafting of estimates, and plans for chemical- 
nil istrial factories ; 

K'.) The Development Section, to investigate the questions eon- 
"I'ltul with the stai'ting of new undertakings, draft estimates, 
ircpare plans, and supervise the execution of approved projects. 
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Tl.e dopartmo.nl, ru.m ii Chcmlcd l.ahmalor,, I,., analysinff and 
test ng the goods purchased o. produced by ilu, On" roBoju. D.nng 
1918 the }Eiborato,y mado over 2,'200 iinalyses and tests, and also 
successfully cai-ried out some scientific reseMch work. 

In BPite of the difficult conditions of work during the last few 
yeare C number of undert^ings owned by the Centroso]US is a 
Smony to the steady growth of its i^xdustrml act.^.ty and 
operations. ,. ^ . • 

Amongst the most important plants belonging to the Oentrosojus 

l' The confectionery worU at Moscow with a daily output of 
about 70cwt. (chocolate and candy), in which 800 men are employed. 

2 The gi-oup of woAs near l^ijni-Novgorod. It inoludeB a treacle 
^orhs with ai output of about 4,000 tons per season ; two potato- 
7Z'ch Jorks, with an output of 2,u00 tons; and two jam faoi.nes 
producing over 1,600 tone of jam per season. 

3. The soap factory, " Mylovar," in Itostov-oa-Don It is a land 
of combination factory to which the peasant eo-operators ^^ad the 
sun-flower seeds. From the seed is extracted the o.l w^^^^. ' 
tonsformed hv a series of subsequent processes mto jegetable tallow 
and then used for soap making. The output of the factory amount, 
to 500 tons monthly. Besides, the Centrosojus has big soap factories 
in Odessa, in Moscow (output 500 tous monthly), and m Eursk 
(100 tons per month). 
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'1. TIio hool /(ti'.torjf at 
/ju'iiiHk, it is Olio ol' tJio 
lixi-jiofil; fiuv(,c>i;ioa in tlmt 
lino of iiKluatry in Kusaia, 
having a normal outpufc 
of about 9,000 pairs of 
dtf^'orent footwear per 
day, and employing 1,200 
workmen. 

J. The tobacco factory 

(M1..C1H or til. Cenlro.ojua Boot Factory at Za.aisk. i? Seslavinsk (TambOV 

Government) with the 
iitiiMia] oiit])ul; of three and a-half million pounds of tobacco. 

n. Tiirno jioitr mills, of which the one in Eybinsk is the largest 
('(. npiirativo mill in the world, with a productive capacity of 5.000 
iiuckK ol! tlom- per day. The mill at Saratov can produce up to 2^00 
iiiuikH por day. The mill at Evdakovo is normally capable of 
IM-oditcirig GOO sacks of flour a day (sack equal to ISOlb.). 

'L A canning and sausage factory and a slaughter house at 
K.jitr^ran, with a well-equipped cold storage. The working capacity 
rl the hictory amounts to 50,000 tins of canned meat per day. 

H. Canning works on the Black Sea coast. 

1). Many fruit drying and fruit preserving factories on the Black 
Ht'\i coaBfc and in Central Asia. 

HI, Coal mines in the Donets Basin, with a normal output of 
I < 10,000 tons yearly. The amount of coal stocked is now calculated 




The Chemical and DispenBin^ Lftboratory of the Centrosojus. 



^ Workponni in the Ccntrosojus Boot Factory atsZaraisk. 
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Tlio CciUroBoJiia Tobacco 
factory lU Bea]avlno. 




Working Women of the 
Factory at Seslaviiio. 




at two. and a-half million torts. In the peat works near Moscow 
there have been produced, for 1919 4,500 tons of peat. 

11. Fisheries near Astrakan and on the Murman Coast of th 

White Sea, with six own trawlers. 

The industrial activities of the Oentrosojus caa hardly be deEcribcd 
in a few words,. Besides the ma-nagement of the industrial concern 
owned by the Centrosojus, they axe extended over undertaldugs 
of snoh a diverse nature, as, for instance, purchasing of cattle n 
Mongolia,, which necessitated a special Expedition and cost man;y 
million roubles, or gathering of acorns and berries in the West oi 
Eussia through specially organised children's parties, or, a^ain, a 
recent Polar Expedition for hunting seal (which brought back 12,00C 
seals), and so on. 

Besides these, there is a number of smaller productive plants 
owned by the Centrosojus all over Bnssia. 



A CeiitrosQJUB Flour HUl at Evdokoso. 

Other Departments of the Centrosojus. 

Amongst other departments of the Centrosojus must be especially 

iiiiiiiMonGd: — 

'I'hti Transport Department, embracing inland trade and over- 

rinii iriMUi. Owing to the present disorganisation of the 

ininiiiH np communication, this department occupies a position 

• iT (i|HMvifJ iinpurtajace. The qu&stion of consta'ucting the Centrosojus' 

nwii lltn\L is also under consideration, as may be seen from the 

dnliilldd Mhipbuilding programme already draited. At present the 

1 'tiiih'iiHCfjiiH hnn a fleet of its own on the river Volga and its 

(I'UittlrH'itm — Kama, Viatka, and Ufa, and in the Caspian Sea. The 

htwtdininrUjrn of this department are in Kijni -Novgorod, to which 

iillUlfdnil local agencies in Astrakan, Vladimir, Tsaritsin, Saratov, 

• ntilt, INirm, Samara, Kazan, Simbirsk, Yaroslavl. In l^ijni- 

' nifnl l\\i\n\ )s also a repairing works for barges. As far as the 

■ wy (.rn.ikh|nn't is concerned, the Centrosojus entered into an 

"inniiti wiili the then South Kussian Government, in virtue of 

It hlch rru'i-Iii[,nss and locomotives wer-e handed over to the 

|Utt for repair, and after their reparation are left at the 

! ..f l\ii^ lattor. 

H- 'ifMurfJMr^o Department. 

ihtmi' Ut^parhneni, to deal with all the questions regarding 
m| iMbniir f'.ffTulitions of the Centrosojus' employes. 

■M.iiii'/df nt\jiarfwcnt, divided into the Einaoieial, Banking, 
iiiK. itiid Bisoounting Sub-Departments. 
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THE WON- COMMERCIAL ACTlVlTms OF THE 
CENTROSOJUS. 



A pari from its commercia-1 and productive aetivitiesj the Centro- 
luijuH [jays much attention to the promotion of education araongst 
Mm iticmbeus of co-operative organisations; in this point it 
liiMHonta a difference from the CW.S. in Western Europe, wh^re 
luhu'.at'ional work is usually carried on by special organisations. This 
rc(iul)ination of cultural and industrial actiyities in the hands of the 
iiiiiiio organisation seems to be advantageous to both; it guarantees 
on tlie one hand a close contact between the. practical side of the 
('(i-operative Movement and its ideal aspirations, and on the other 
lifind the educational undertalfings in these circumstances are pro- 
vided with large financial means from the commercial operations, 
(iiid so have fairer chances of successful development. How large are 
tfio sums alloted to the educational work may be seen from the fact 
that in 1919 the Centrosoius assigned for those purposes 10,400,500 
roubles. 

The educational work, as well as the co-operative propaganda, 
is concentrated in the so-called Secretariat of the Centrosopis. It 
Ifl divided into four chief depai-tm^ents, to deal respectively with 
cultural and educational work, the training of instructors, publishing, 
and the collecting of statistics. 

The Educational Department organises clubSj libraries, reading- 
room^, exhibitionsf moving pictures, children's playgrounds, people's 
palaces, theatres, lectures, excursionsj children's festivals, and other 
ontertainments of similar nature. 

The chief obstacle to the successful development of this kind of 
work has been the lack of trained workers and scarcity of literature. 
To overcome these difQculties the Educational Department trains 
educational workers, especially for the work in the country districts, 
roUects and systematises materials, drafts programmes and schemes 
mid provides books. 



^ 



^^-% ciiritir: °^,co-op-ae' The'r^Lf^-- 

oi-gamsation an,? ^•iu.,*®^'^*''!^ of local „„• °spartin©nt ij 
stabilisation ■ orthe ^ *^^ i-t^oduotion ^f ^tC^ "^ P^oess o^ 
given to tte SeauW^f f/l"-^ <^°ferpris1s Much ''°''^""^^« '^ 

TJieP 6r/- consumers' 

f"?pioyds, etc. The ^^^n f ' =°aditions orS 7' "^^^^^^^ing 

4 Yeiy effective educafcinnoi " 

fro^ which nnf^ exhibitions have L^^l ^^^ *^^^- ^"rin^ til 
achieved 1^ clearly gathered buf ^j. '"^J, *-o^operative Mov*^ 

nas been recprifiS ■ ?.. ^^^^-fnanent Exkihif.-^ ^ !? ^1-Biissiaji 
diagrams, 13'"'*^*"^^ ". Moscow "S^'li^t ^^^'^''-i- 

must bT aCZn^^l ^'^Pa'-toents 0/ the P . 
It m f- h ^^^tt/i Resorts 

150.000 Zki. \ *^ '^ Moscow ^Z n!!? """ ^*^* to the 
, Co-opera,t.n-e Committee for th.^'''^'^ ^^^'^00 
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l\imImi tif Art." It was one of Iht- organisers of Sanatoria for 
ii|tMiMl.iv(! Workers. Lately it contributed a voiy ooneiderablo 
tMh Ih tho Kinployi^s' Housing Society. It has been one of the 
if(iuilin*i'M and chief supporters of the ** Co-operative Institute" 
iiii MiMH'iiw, opened in 1918; and so on. 

Am wo see, the Secretariat is a centre of all the social andj 
iiuliiciitioiud activities of the Centrosojus, and presents a unique and 

niiiiLt'liable institution of its kind. It has carried out a tremendous 
miitnuiit of cultural worli, not only within the lin^its of Co-operation, 
'Iiii1, MUiong the large masses of the Russian people. At the same 

iMHi, its unremitting efforts have helped to inspire the economic 
iM-tivitiofl of Co-operation with a spirit of scientific research, public 
Jiity, unJ mutual aid. 




Centrosojus brings into the economic 
life of the country the elements of 
knowledge and social education. 




JO 





A Village Co-gp„atIsre 



Stope. 




Gentrosoius serves and unites the 
™^Jonty of the R„,,i,, p^ J^ 



^ 
M 




^ Towa Co-operatiYe Store. 
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Village C.O-operatii;& Store atul lea KcoinS. 



Go-Operation in Russia is the 
Foundation of National Prosperity. 





Qfficea of the Genti'oBojus Branch aX Astrakhan. 





, ,ST OF UNIONS AFFILIATED TO THE CENTHOSOJUS IN 
EUROPEAN RUSSIA, 1919 (see Chart, page 20). 

The .ccon^panying cba.t ^^--^^^^ ^X/^JK .^^ J'^ 
Cmtrosojus in European Bussia. Those marKea wi 
„-e in Siberia, and are not showa on the map. 

The following term. .«,.Bed fo. various KuBsi.n t^P^.^ir^.Te '- 
unions: " TovariBohestvo"— Association, tooyus 

Omsfc --Western Siberia and Steppe Province Association of 
'''^ZZiXt-V..^o,o..^^J^ Union oi Consumers' Societies. 

^A.MUE Province. . 

BJai7o...i.J.«»efc.-" The Amm' Co-operator" AsBociakon. 

iacturing Associations. (Ai-tels) 

Usi-Taylma.-Pechera Union of Co-operatives, 

Astrakhan Government. 

,l,t™feM».-ABtrakhan Region Union of Consumers Societies. 
iai™Wt».-Astraklian Society ot Consumers. 

Baku Goveenmest. „ 

B«feu.-Caspia^ Union of Cons«ners' Societies Co-opeiator. 

Black Sea Government. ^ ^ . . ,. 
2^ovorossiysh.--BU.k Sea Union oi Consumers Societies. 

CnERXiGOV Government. ^ 
C?^erm30^..-Chemigov Association of Go-operatives. 
KroleiJO.— Association of Co-operatives. _ 
mX --il^lm U°i™ of Co^.i.mers' Societies. 

0st,7.-0ster Bistnct Union of Co-operatives. 

Don Province. r. .l- 

cinnf>i Klioner Union of Consumers Societies. 

SStaW-KhoJer Umo. of Co..™.,.' So«=l...- 



Societies. 
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^tSo^^^^^ ^' ^~-' Safeties. 

Trust. -Licateimoslav Association of Co-operatives 

n....-E„van Gov.™t Union of Consume.' SooieMe. 
i./..^s/..-Irk^t,k Umon of Consunxe.V Socfefcies. 

Xfliaffa.-Kalusa L7et™f V .^™^"«e^-s' Societies, 
Af.f ,-Med"^^£ro?^ct S:^^^^^ Societies 

2/.«Za4.;...!ta,,„ ShS ^.r-°f ^"'^T'"^''^' Societies. 
the Kaluga Government ^^'^''^^''"'^ °f Consumers' Sooietie. d 
2fe,.*a._ZMzdra Union of Co-operatives 

Kharhm, 1^1. i ^^'^F*^"^ Government. 

Alexandria, Alp^ranrlrin n^^ , ;;^"/' 

KliaanPfn^^n.1 ''^f^^"'^"^ OonGumers' Surety. 

tives. ^^^oJaiev Disfcnct Trading Association of Co-opera- 

^o^o^y^r.ln.Uia.-V.^^^^^ ,,^-^,^ . Obiodinenie. " 

o^^i^ZrS^ ^^^-. Association 

IZr^^rr^vfT ^^- ^-^--^e..' Societies, 
^me/^ Smela TVholesale Society 

I:;So..V^^^ of Co-operative. 

Co-operatives. ^^^"^^"^^"^^^ J^^stncfc Trading Association o£ 
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KosTnoMA Government. 
</)(/A'f( North-Westcrn District Union of Co-operatives. 
^^^fl/('^lMKl. — KoBtroma Union of Co-operatives. 
hwttU'iima. — Worlcmen's Co-operative of the Kostroma Manu- 

i ItiCV, 

Wi^itinpovo-Vnzhcn^lc District Tracing Association of Co-opera- 

- M i\\ Mic Nortlicni liailway. 

1 ,(Mt(MM'ri. — Trading Association of Co-operatives of the Yarnavixi 

iMl.l'll'i. 

l'f,//f^j/(,._-VGtluga District Union of Co-operatives. 
rriK/cfUHOHs/c. — Purchasing Bureau of Co-operatives. 

KruAX Province. 
\ri)Ui\nr. — Armavir District Union of Consumers' Societies. 
/(n/nf/'(fN/i/««?i-,— Batalpashinst Union of Consumers' Societies. 

KuBGK GOVEIINMEXT. 

]\\ifnk KuvbIc Government Union of Consumers* Societies. 
Kr(('*(/^— Hooioty of Consumers of the Moscow-Ziev-Voronezh 

I 'iilwiiy. 

,V,M'^/.r)H?,-oL— Novy-Oskol Union of Consumers* Societies. 

*MARiTmE Province. 
VUnVivosiock. — Amur Association of Co-operatives. 

Minsk Government. 
Mhn\li. — Mins\ District Union of Consumers' Societies. 

MoGHiLEv Government, 
/ri/A-ytou. ^-Commercial Department of the Bykhov Agricultural 

H^ridty. 

(^hciihov. — District Union of Co-operatives. 

flomel. — Gomel District Trading Association of Co-operatives. 

{lorhi. — Gorki District Union of Co-operatives. 

KSitnovichi. — Klimovichi Union of Co-operatives. 

Mofjhilev.^^Moghile^ Union of Co-operatives. 

Ol-sha. — ^Northern Uuiou of Co-operatives. 

liogachov. — Hogachov District Union of Co-operatives. 

S^juiO- — Senno District Union of Co-operatives. 

Moscow Government. 
Hogorodsh^—'BogQTodEk Union of Co-operatives. 
lir'otuuUy. — Bronnitsy Union of Co-operatives. ^ 

DoTO'hhovo. — Ruasko-Yereisk Association. ^ 

Klin. — Klin Association. 

Kolomna.— 'Kolomu'd Union of Co-operatives. 
hcssodolgoru'kovo. — North Hussia Association of Co-operatives. 
^itzberis?/.— Diubertsy Association of Co-operative Societies. 
Mikhnevo. — ^Mikhnevo Co-operative Union. 
.Uoscouj.— Dmitrovsky Union of Co-operatives. 
Moscow. — ^Pood-Eelief Section of the All-Bussian Union of Towns. 
Moscotv. — Moscow Association of Co-operatives, 
J\/oscozt;.— Moscow Central Workmen's Co-operatives. 
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A£cm!;'^^o'.i:?r ? ^ "^'^^ Co.opcrativo Association. 
iivoscoiw,— bociety of Consumers " Co-opcmtor " 

B^ZT.-- "'''''' "' "'^•^^"-^ '^^ the' Mt^ow-Kazan Ba.., 
EnvhoiT-^^'"" °^ Consumer.' So.isties of Moscow and 

So^n^cAno^or./. Association " Obiedine^B /' ^'^^so^^iatioBs. 

.Irrfafov.-— Ardatov Assoeiafcion of Co-or.erativpq 
-4..a..na.-.-A.-.a^as Union of Com.'mlv S™ et.es 
^o^orods^oy^._Bogorodskoye District Tr^r^i^j A • .- 

P^t,lo.o.-Pavlovo District Co-operative Association. 

Sir W-1 ^ P'S'^. ^'^^^'^ "* Co-operatives. 
i\il.ohl.-mkohk District Union of Co-operatives. 

„. NovaOHOD GOVERMIEST 

B!.!o.(,™fc. Bielozersk Union of Co-operatives 

cZ7pf:eu''T::t' ""■rrr^' ConsuLrs'^Sooietie. 
L^/ie? epot^ets -p-Cherepovetg Union of Co-operatives 
2fovo.-GMdovo Association of Co-opem h ? 
D.,„,a,..fe. Demmnsk District Union of Co-operatives 

¥«^r.r -^r^ Association of Co-operatives. 

Nnf T -f^""^ ^'^*"°* Union of Co-operatives 
Novgorod —Novgorod People's Bank "P'^^^^^^^s. 

Not,3o™d Union of Consumers' Societies 

^ Olonets Gover-vment. 

^ar^opoL-Kargopol Union of Consun^ers' Soeietie^ 

r f^Xl'^V^^^^ ^f ^"^ of Consumers' Societies. 
^yf^^;-a.-Vytegra. Union of Consumers' Societies. 



Orhl Govkunmwnt. 
iirkn&h, — Briansk Bistrici Union of Co-operatives. 
Piackie. — Kremy Union of Credit Associations and Consumers* 

Hocieties. 

i'Jlcts.- — Purchasing Department of the Elets District Committee. 

Komarichi. — Komarichi Union of Consumers' Societies of the Orel 
<Jnvernnient. 

i/ivny.' — Livny Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Maloarhhangelsh. — IMaloarkhangelsk Association of Co-operativea. 

Orel. — Orel Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Sievsh. — 'Sievsk Union of Co-operatives. 

Oreneueg Governmi^nt. 

Cheliahinsk. — Cheliabinsk Union of Consimiers* Societies. 

Kvarkhenslc. — Steppe Union of Co-operatives. 

Orenburg. — First Orenburg Consumers' Society. 

OrenbuTg.^^Quth Ural Union of Consamers' Societies. . 

Upper-Kasilsk. — Co-operative Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Penz.'V GoVERXM35NT. 

Pe7iza. — Penza Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Buzayovka {Moscow-Kazan Eaihvay). — Buzayevka Union of Con- 
sumers' Societies. 

Perm Govehxment. 

Ekatennhurg. — Uralsk Union of Consumers* Societies. 

Ossa, — Kama-Ossa District Union of Co-operatives. 

Penn. — Korth-Eastem District Union of Consumers' Societies. 

pgj-Hi.— Perm Eailwav Employes' Consumers' Society. 

Shadrinsh. — Shadrinsk Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Veretie. — Upper-Kama District Association of Co-operatives. 
Pbtrogr.\d GoVERNireiNT. 

Krojistadt, — Kronstadt Union of Co-operatives '* Polza." 

Moloskovitsi. — ^^loloskovitsi Association of Co-operatives. 

NarVd: — Narva District Association of Co-operatives. 

Feti'o^j'ad.— Central Petrogvad Consumers' Society " Vpered ". 
{' .Forwai'd "). 

PeiTograd. — Economic Society " Glavekob." 

Petrograd. — Petrograd Association of Workmen's Consumers' 
Societies. 

Petrograd. — Petrograd Wholesale Society. 
Podolsk Goverxment. 

Balta. — Balta Wholesale Society, 

Bershad. — Eershad Wholesale Society. 

Gmsm.— Gaisin Wholesale Society. 

7fo£?.t;ma."— Kodyma Wholesale Society. 

Murovano-Kurilovo . — Murovano-Kurilovo Wholesale Society. 

Proshurov. — Consunaers' Society " Samopomosch " (" Self- 
Help "). 

Tulchin. — Tulchin District Wholesale Society. 

yfjinif SO-. —Vinnitsa Wholesale Society. 

Zhahobrick. — Zhakobrich Wholesale Society, 
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Pmahn.-P,natm Union of Consumers' So.iotics 
Po/fara—Poltava Union of Consumers' Soc.e S 
non.ny.-lio.nny Bi^trioi Tradh,g Association ofco-operatives. 
iPsKov Government 

SoS"^"''-^'"*''^-^"'^' ^-'-t Union of Consun.:. 

-apfOT-ieusfe.— Egorievsk District TTninn nf r^ 
K.^»o« KaL.ov Unio^ ofco-op^Xer'""'" '''"'^*«^- 
^»c;„a,.,;„.„, Poiito^,], Association. * 

MA«,Io.._Mi].haOov Union of Co-operatives. 
iJya«a„.-Eyazan Union of Consumers' Societies. 

T, 7 7 ,, , , Sajuea Government, 

BaZ«feoi'o.-Balal£ovo Bistrict Union of Co-operative, 
BuguTusUnVniou of Moslem Consume«-s' sSS 
Bn^uluk.-Buzulnk Union of Co-operatiTos 

Sa^^a.-Middle-YoIgaAssiSttn^^^^^^^^^^ 
^J».,.a._Samara Consumers' Society '• sZt^o..!. " (Se 

S.mar..-Samaa-a-Zlatoust Bailway Consximers' Society. 

Balashev.—BalnsheY Association of Con=nmPv<.' =;„ ' +• 

Co-operatives. J^istuct Ti-admg Association of 

KkvalyTish^—Khy^ljj^^]. Union of Consumers' Rn^Iof 

Petrovsk Dist™ = '^" ''^ Consumers' Soeieties of the 

Baratov. — Saratov Cousumerq' SnniofTr ^4^ *-i t. , , 
Eyazan-Ural Railway °'''^*-^ "^ *=^^ En^ployes of the 

Don ESr'^^"^'" ^^'- °^ '=™— ■ sSTof ae Volga- 
FoI.J.._Bureau of Whole.^le Purchases of the Tolsk District. 

., SlMBIBSK GoTEKXHEi-T. 

^;a%r— Alatyr Union of Consumers' Societies 



SmoI.HNHK GnVKIlNMMNT. 

JHchj, — Biely Distriut Union at ('O-opoiaiivea. 
(izhaislir — Ozliatslc AssociiUion of Co-oporatives. 
Poehhioh. — Pochinok Union of Co-oporatives. 
lloslavl. — Eoslavl Union of Oo-o])eratiYes. 
Smolensk.- — Smolensk District Union of Co-operatives. 
Sychevha, — Sychevka Association of Co-operatives. 
Ttemkino. — -Yukhnovo District Union of Go-operatives. 
Viazjna. — Viazma Union of Co-operatives. 
Vestern District Union of Workmen's Co-operatives. 
Yehiia. — ^Yelnia Union of Co-operatives. 

Staveopol Goyerxjiext. 
Sta'cropol [Caucasus). — Stavropol Union of Co-operatives. 

TATttDOV GoVEHNiSrEXT. 

Bonsogliehsh District Union of Co-operatives. 
KirsanoD. — ^Kirsanov Bureau of Wholesale Purchases. 
Kozlov. — Kozlov Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Lehedian. — Lebedian Union. 

Lipetsh. — ^Lipetsk Union of Co-operatives " Economy." 
Morshans'k. — Morshansk District Union of Consumers' Societies, 
Flatoywi^'kd {Ryazan-Ural Railway). — Platonovka Union of 
Co-operatives. 

Sflssouo. — ^North Tanibov Union of ConsunQiers' Societies. 
Satinahi. — Sanapursk Union of Co-operatives. 
Spassh. — Spassk District Union of Consiuners' Societies. 
Tambov. — Tambov District Association of Co-operatives, 
Tambov. — Tambov Begion Union of Co-operatives. 
TevniiJtov. — Temnikov Association of Consumers' Societies. 
ToA-arerfca.— 'Tokai-evka District Association of Co-operatives. 
Usman. — Usman Union of Consumers' Soeieties. 
ZenietchinO- — ^Zeme:teMno District Union of Co-operatives. 

Taurica Goveenmext. 
Melitopol. — ^Melitopol Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Terek Provixce. 
G^^orf/ieusfe.^Geoi'gievsk District Union of Co-operatives. 
Piatigorsk. — ^Piatigoi'sk Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Vladikavlxas. — ^Yladikavkaa Wholesale Society. 

TiFLIS G0VEIl^^MEN^. 

Tiflis, — Transeaucasian Union of Consumers' Societies. 

*TOBOLSK GOVERXMEXT. 

Kurgan. — Association of Co-operatives. 

Kurgan. — Union of Siberian Creamery Associations. 

*ToMSK Governsiekt. 

Barnatd. — Altai Union of Co-operatives. 

Biysk, — Altai Mountains Union of Co-operatives. 

Kanien. — Kanien Union of Co-operatives. 

Mariinsk, — Mariinsk Trading Association of Co-operatives. 






Intermediary 
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^^oiM)-mnlaffei?Hh.^Oh Co-opurator 

anTsal^^ ''"■''"'■^^^^"■^'^" Oo-opcr.tivc Conunittoe for Purclm«« 
yo/^ts/^.— - Tomsk Co-oporiitoi' " Association. 

. ""Tramsbaikalun Pkovinck. 

L/f^fa.—lTansbaikalian Regional Union of Co-operativt^s 
F../.„,e..^ms7. Tracing Associatioa of Co-op^eXi 

Tbanscaspian pROVlNCli: 
;5ramarZ.a?.<i.— Samarkand Consumers' Society. 

Tdla Government. 
aeI™.--BieIev Union of Co-operatives. 

EZn^ov vT ^^°'t''^ Union of Go-op.ratives. 
Ji/)emoi-.-.E£remov Co-operative Bureau 

f,"f ':?--^f?'r"f, U"'™ °* Co-op.rnt;ve.. 
Kelotk, KlekotU Co-operatix-e Union 

Obolenskoye.-Oholemkoje Co-operative Bureau 
0.%...-So.,ti Odoyev Go-operlt,ve Union. 

Op'eXnr-^''"^"™'"^^ ^^^*-' ^-- fo^- 
rii/a.— Tula Arsenal Co-operative. 

Ul 0;;"^^ Bor-r^J?"' U"'™ "^ Co-operative Unions. ' 
ys(oi;aia.— Bobriov Co-oporative Union 

Venev.—VeneY Association of Co-operatiVes. 

AUmbtnsh.-AMiuhin,-k Association of Co-operatives 
Feioro«.;.o,..-rederovskoje Union of Consumer? Societies 
n„ I, . ,, .„ , Tver Govebsjient. 

ia^«lf -"if f 'tt'^-''^"'^^^*^°° °^ Co-operatives. 
7«, f ^^ ''^'° Union of Co-operatives, " Zveno " 
f r^-^?T'y Association of Co-operatives. 
Co%r^i^^:°^™-^--^-^'>°l- District Trading Association of 

Os^a°shk^-~nf't^'^?f^^« Co-operative Assbdation. 
Ustas/i.fcoi'^--OstasIikov Union of Co-operatives " Seli"rn " 

B«A.t,._Ezhev Union of Consumers' Societies " 

Sei,. ,«™.o^_Selizharovo Union of Consume7s''Soeietie. 

T^.r tT;^ T, r*''^°''"^.^°'^^^' Union of Co-operatives 
it^e).— Tver Trading Association of Co-operatives 
y<3a.,e^o««J:. Vessiegonsk Union of Co-operatives 
T'../..-FoJ«cft..._Yyshni-Volocliek Asso'ciatioHf Co-operatives 

^ _ - Ufa ■GOVER>rJIENT. 

S*.rhi<,,«,afe.-Ster]itamak Association of Co-op^ati^e^' 
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Suleia (Samara-Zlatoust Railway), — Miasaogutovsk Union of Con- 

Buiners' Societies. 

Ufa. — Ufa Government Union of Cousmnera' Societies. 

Ukal PeOVUsCE. 
JJralsk. — Uralsk Province Association of Consumers' Societies. 

YlATKA GoYER^nrENT. 

Elahuga. — Elabuga Union of" Con&umers' Societies. 

Falenki. — Falenki Association of Co-operatives. 

Glasov. — Glasov Association of Co-operatives. 

KoteUiich. — Kotelnich Association of Co-operatives. 

Malmysh. — ^Malmysli Association of Co-operatives. 

Orlov. — Zemstvo Loan Association of the Orlov District. 

To/tia-2-Belia?f.— Toktai-Beliak District Association of Consumers' 

Societies. 

Vr^hum. — Urzhuni Union of Cu-opemLiveii. 

Viaika. — ^Viafcka Union of Co-operatives. 

Yotkinsky Works. — Kama Union of Consumers' Societies. 

YaTansk. — Yaransk Union of Co-operatives. 

Vitebsk Government. 
Nevel. — Nevel District Union of Go-operatives. 
Vitebsk. — ^Vitebsk District Union of Co-operative Associations. 

Yladi:?iiir Government. 
Alexandrov. — Alexandrov Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Ivanovo-Vosnessensk.— Society of Consumers, " Yedinenie-Sila ' 
(" Unity-Strength "), 
KhiQshma. — Kineshma District Union of Co-operatives. 
KovTOV. — Vladimir Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Melenki. — IV'Ielenki Union of Co-operatives. 
Murom. — ^Murom Union of Consumers' Societies. 
Vladimiv. — Stavrov Union of Co-operatives. 

Vologda Govehnitent. 
Tofmffi-— Totma Union of Co-operatives, 

Yelsk. — Commercial Branch of the Velsk Agricultural Society. 
Vologda. — Union of Northern Co-operative Union. 
Vo^heg^. — Vozhega Association of Co-operatives. 

VoLYN Government. 
Ostrog. — Union of Consumers' Societies. 

YoROXEZn GOVERSMEKT. 

Kalach. — Kalaeh Association of Co-operatives. 
Favlov&k, — Pavlovsk Union of Co-operatives. 
Valulki. — ^Valuiki Union of Consiuners' Societies. 
Voronezh. — Voronezh Union of Consumers' Societies. 

Yaroslavl Government. 
Preohistoye. — Prechistoye District Union of Co-operatives. 
Rostov. — Bostov Union of Consumers* Societies. 
Rybinsk. — Bybinsk Association of Co-operatives. 
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.huilw:^:- ^^^^^ ^'"^ Association ol tho Uarevokolt- 

Yaro^a^.-Yaro^^yl Vpum of Con.umors' Societies. 
Mkobiakmo.-A^kohiixkmo Dhivlct Association of Co-operativos 

T., , *YfiNISSEV PROVINCE. 

OoopeSf ""^^'"'^'''^ Government Trading A..ociatio. 
Minusinsk.— Vnion of Consumers' Societies. 
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ERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS of THE 



JOINT COMMITTEE of RUSSIAN CQ- 
OPERATIVE ORGANISATIONS in LONDON 



MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE:- 

THE ALL-RUSSIAN CENTRAL UNION OF CONSUMERS' SOCIETIES: "CENTROSOJUS.' 
THE MOSCOW NARODNY BANK, 
THE UNION OF SIBERIAN CO-OPERATIVE UNIONS: ''ZAKUPSBYT.'' 
M- THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF FLAX GROWERS. 

" The Russian Co-operator, 

A Journal of Co-operative Unity, 
Annual Subscription : 6s,, post free. Single copies, 6d. 



Private persons, societies, and commercial circles interested m the state 
and activity of Co-operative Movement m Russia should subscribe for 
The Russian Co-operator — a monthly journal supplying information 
on the v/ork and progress of the Co-operative organisations in Russia, 
including consumers' societies, agricultural purchasing and marketing 
organisations^ credit associations & banks, productive organisations, etc. 



'' The Vestnik 



(MESSENGER) 

OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF RUSSIAN CO-OPERATiVE ORGANISATIONS IN LONDON. 



Twelve is.^ues: JSs.^ post free. 



Single copies, Is. 6d. 



THE ADVERTISEMENT PAGES 

of this periodical offer an opportunity to the British Co-operative 
Organisations, manufacturers, traders, and all those interested in the 
resumption of commercial relations with Russia, to bring information 
concerning their products to the notice of a unique and most important 
class of buyers m Russia, comprising the greater part of the population. 

The "Vestnik" is published in Russian and contains up-io-date market reports 

and commercial information for ihe guidance of the administrative bodies of 
Russian Co-operative Societies. It is sent to their head offices and branches, 
ns well as to prominent individual Co-operators in Russia and abroad. 

Full particulars on application to tke Editor of the *'Vgstmk," Z% Finskry Pavement E.C. 



Foreign Brandies and Ageneies ol ihe 
CentrosojLis : 

I. LONDON— Hazlitt lluiisi.', 4V^'', S(»utliaiii|)l(iii I'liiiliiiiius, 
High Holboni, W.C. 2. Manager: H. A. CRYSIN. 

3. PARIS— 1-3, Kue Carmartin. 

Manager: K. F. ENKS-DAROVSKY. 

3. HELSINGF0KS^Annegataii25. Manager; V. M. PAYARI. 

4. KOBE— 108, Hachiman-Dori-Satt-Cliorae. 

Manager: B. M. BERLATZKY, 

:;. CONSTANTINOPLE— Hovaghiniian Han, Galata. 

Manager : V. PORAY-KHLEBORSKY. 

6. NEW YORK- 1^6, Liberty Street. 

Manager : E. T. SOMOFF. 

7. STOCKHOLM— Birger Yarlszatan .-,. 

■Manager: G.G.HOFFMANN. 

8. CHRISTIANIA— 20, Ilandeisliygningen Drauminensvein. 

Manager: E.F.HOFFMANN. 

9. MESHED— Manager: A. 1. IVANOFF. 

10. SHANGHAI— 33, Boans Road. Manager: A. S. ORLOFF. 



The Central Office for all Foreign Branches " Torscentre,' 
under the management of the member of the Board 
of the Centrosojns, Mr. A. M. Berkenheira, 
is situated in London. 



Hazlitt House, 43-46, Southampton Buildings, High 
Holborn, W.C. 2. 



